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https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/5800/2005-fire-patterns-across-africa
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August Observed Sfc SW Flux (All)−Dirty Days(95%)
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August Observed Sfc SW Flux (Aerosol)−Dirty Days(95%)
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Here, we compare flux anomalies as to how much is influenced by the presence of 
aerosols. Over our box region, aerosols account for ~50% of the reduction in 
surface SW radiation (during dirty conditions). More importantly, the reduction 
due to aerosols match where we see changes in SST (a driver of monsoon rain). 7

 

 
August Observed Sfc SW Flux (All)−Clean Days(95%)
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August Observed Sfc SW Flux (Aerosol)−Clean Days(95%)
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According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), Africa 
has 60% of the world’s best solar resources, but only 1% of 
solar generation capacity.

https://www.iea.org/reports/africa-energy-outlook-2022/key-findings
https://www.iea.org/reports/africa-energy-outlook-2022/key-findings
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